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Vanessa Callanta is a Bay Area artist and Curator at the 
Triton Museum of Art in Santa Clara. From an early age, she 
showed a passion for art. She pursued this interest and earned 
an Associate’s Degree with High Honors from Mission College in 
studio arts, studying under accomplished artists and educators 
Mark Engel and George Rivera. She has also been fortunate 
enough to participate in workshops from the world-renowned 
artist Cuong Nguyen. 

Vanessa has shown her art at the Vargas Gallery at Mission 
College, KALEID Gallery in San José, Works/San José, Chopsticks 
Alley Art, the Triton Museum of Art, and other group exhibitions 
at local businesses. She is privileged to have been selected to 
paint an ArtBox for the Sherman Oaks Elementary School in San 
José. She has participated in chalk art festivals at Luna Park and 
the Triton Museum of Art. 

During her free time, Vanessa enjoys being creative and reading. She believes art should be accessible 
to everyone and that it’s critical for us to express ourselves creatively.

Our Juror:
Vanessa Callanta • Curator, Triton Museum of Art

26th Annual Art Show
Twenty talented artists and 56 art pieces.



26th Annual Art Show • 2024	 Page 3 of 16

www.CampbellArtistsGuild.org • Encouraging the practice and appreciation of the visual arts since 1965.

Barb Overholt
First Place • Oil Category

On a Clear Day

Juror’s Comment – 
“I really like the composition of this painting. It’s not 
typical to see a landscape done on a tall, vertical 
canvas but it works very nicely with this piece (like a 
selection from a photograph). The landscape itself is 
lovely with the cornflower blue of the sky contrasting 
well against the warm tones of the fields below.”
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Judith “Jude” Tolley
First Place • Acrylic Category
Mt. Madonna

Juror’s Comment – 
“The colors are what first stood out 
to me with this painting. I enjoy the 
wonderful atmosphere they create. 
Overall, the painting is very calm 
and peaceful. It’s relaxing to look at 
and it achieves this with both bold 
and muted colors, hidden and visible 
brushstrokes.”

need photo of art
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Kim Marie Smith
Second Place • Acrylic Category
Spring Hike

Juror’s Comment – 
“The color palette used evokes the sense of a 
beautiful spring day; one can almost hear the 
noises of a forested path. There’s a good sense 
of depth. There’s also a good amount of detail, 
but not too much that one would pay too much 
attention to one area over another. I also like the 
colors in the shadows going across the path.”
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Elton Glover
Third Place • Acrylic Category
The Fourth Dimension

Juror’s Comment – 
“This is quite an intriguing painting. What does 
the fourth dimension really look like? How 
can we accurately depict it? We may never 
know, but this is a wonderful idea and concept 
executed with vibrant colors and dynamic 
movement.”
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Patricia Heeney
First Place • Watercolor Category
Pebble Beach Summer Splash

Juror’s Comment – 
I look at this painting and I can almost 
hear the sound of the ocean waves 
crashing against the rocky shore. I can 
almost hear the gulls cawing as they fly 
back to land. Painting water is not easy 
and yet it looks quite effortless here. Very 
nicely done.”
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Barbara Niemann
Second Place • Watercolor Category
Tahoe Winterscape

Juror’s Comment – 
“This looks like a very nice snapshot 
of a cozy little corner of Tahoe on 
a peaceful winter’s day. The colors 
blending into each other offer a 
good sense of atmosphere and it’s 
nice that it’s not overly detailed, as it 
doesn’t need it for the painting to be 
effective.”
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Kris Rogers
Third Place • Watercolor Category
Prague Blessing

Juror’s Comment – 
“I enjoy the way the colors blend into each 
other to mimic the night sky coming out 
after the setting sun. It’s lovely that they flow 
into the buildings and landscape below. 
The dramatic shadows on the statue in the 
forefront, the buildings and landscape in the 
background bring a nice sense of drama to 
the piece.”
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Smruti Kurse
First Place • Dry Media Category
Enthralling

Juror’s Comment – 
“This is a very well done portrait with a realistic 
use of shading. The highlights on the subject are 
very nice and help make the drawing truer to life. 
Very well done overall. Also, nice choice of the 
frame and matt for this drawing.”
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Archana Jain
Second Place
Watercolor Category
Sunahra Page

Juror’s Comment – 
“I enjoy the texture of this piece 
which I believe is enhanced by 
the chosen medium. It gives the 
impression of a stone relief or page 
from an ancient text. The detail is 
also very nice and the subject is 
interesting.”
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Kris Rogers
Third Place • Dry Media Category
Rough Seas

Juror’s Comment – 
“There is a lot of great detail in this 
piece and it’s no mystery why the 
title is named Rough Seas. You see 
the eyes of a tired and weathered 
old sailor staring intensely past 
you. It makes me wonder what 
he’s looking at or maybe if he’s 
contemplating his final adventure.”
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Evelyn Wester
First Place • Alternate Media Category
Rainbow Mountain

Juror’s Comment – 
“This is such a fun, vibrant, and unique piece 
of art! I love the different colors used to 
separate the layers of the different mountain 
ranges. I also like the effect of the wispy 
clouds. A very cool piece of art overall.”
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Smruti Kurse
Second Place
Alternate Media Category
Unwinding

Juror’s Comment – 
“This piece of art contains fantastic 
details and a great sense of depth. 
The patterns and textures depicted 
further enhance this piece of art 
providing it with realistic imagery. 
Very well done.”
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Serena Collet Murray
Third Place • Alternate Media Category
Flowers by the Window

Juror’s Comment – 
“I thought this was a fun and interesting way 
to depict a seemingly ordinary still life, but in 
a way that is much more than ordinary. The 
different textures are fun and the layering is 
very well done; giving the flowers and leaves a 
nice sense of depth. I also like the use of lace as 
“curtains.” Very creative!
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Barb Overholt
The Art of Cat Contemplation

Juror’s Comment – 
“Very nicely done oil painting! The 
details are very realistic from the 
individual brushstrokes in the fur to 
the reflection of light in the cat’s eye. 
The colors of the cat and background 
also complement each other well. I 
also like the size of the canvas and the 
composition of the painting. Fantastic 
job overall.”

Best In Show


